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 Slope is the angle at which the surface of a hill deviates from the horizontal. The 
slope percentage is roughly, but not exactly, twice the number of degrees in the angle.  
The typical slope terminology in natural resources is  0-3%, nearly level; 4-8%, gently 
sloping; 9-16%, rolling; 17-30%, moderately steep; 31-65%, steep and 66+%, very steep.  
Sometimes a simple slope and complex slope classification is used.  Best management 
practices for logging specify a percentage slope that should not be exceeded, except for a 
short distance, when building roads and skid trails.  In a land of steep slopes, as in West 
Virginia, road building is often a real challenge.    

 
 



 
       15.4 million total acres in West Virginia 
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