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The American Tree Farm System( Certifies Local Forestland
[Town, State Abbreviation] – The [State] Tree Farm Committee is proud to announce the certification of [Tree Farmer’s name] private forestland in [county name and state name].   American Tree Farm System (ATFS) ( Certification is an internationally recognized program that validates family woodland owners who practice sustainable forestry according to ATFS’ Standards of Sustainability. These world class woodlands provide clean air and water, wildlife habitat, recreational activities, wood products, and local jobs. .
As a Certified Tree Farmer, [Tree Farmer’s Name] is an ambassador for good stewardship, committed to practicing sound forestry. This commitment was recently demonstrated through a rigorous property inspection by a professional forester and a pledge to continue the practice of sustainable forestry on [his/her/their] land.

Established in 1941, the ATFS is the oldest and largest sustainable woodland system in America. ATFS is a national community Tree Farmers who are managing 27 million acres of family forestland.  Tree Farmers are individuals and families who share a desire for excellence in forest stewardship and a unique commitment to protecting watersheds, wildlife habitat, conserving soil quality and protecting our nation’s forests for future generations.  There are [number] Tree Farms in [State] that together encompass [number] acres.

“Families own more forestland than the federal government,” said, [Inspector Name], one of 4,000 professional foresters in ATFS’ Inspector corps.  “Landowners like [Tree Farmer’s Name] hold the key to the kind of forests future generations of Americans will enjoy.”  

[He/she] continued, “We need more private forest owners to care about managing their forests responsibly.  Today, only five percent of U.S. forest owners manage their land according to a written management plan.  More Tree Farmers are needed to lead others in the right direction.”

To learn more, call (202) 463-2462 or visit the American Tree Farm System website at www.treefarmsystem.org.
The American Tree Farm System® (ATFS), a program of the American Forest Foundation, is a network of private woodland owners sustainably managing 27 million acres of forestland. It is the largest and oldest sustainable family woodland system in America, internationally recognized, meeting strict third-party certification standards. For more than 70 years, ATFS has enhanced the quality of America’s woodlands by giving forest owners the tools they need to keep their forests healthy and productive.
